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Best to all for a better year aheadBest to all for a better year ahead

You can still see Bert‘s voyage at:
https://www.sailblogs.com/member/seaburban/

Gabriola Power and Sail Squadron



MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL ISSUE

Thank you to those who have managed to renew your membership.  Apparently there have been difficul-
ties renewing Family Members in the new website system.  Our Membership Officer, Elaine Pearce will 
help you so that you can renew via snail mail.  Please call Elaine if you are having any difficulties with 
renewal of your membership - she is ready to help.
Elaine Pearce 250 247-7538

Your Squadron Bridge  2020 - 2021Your Squadron Bridge  2020 - 2021

We are a Squadron of Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons (CPS-ECP) in We are a Squadron of Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons (CPS-ECP) in 
Vancouver Island North DistrictVancouver Island North District
https://www.cps-ecp.ca/contact/squadron-locations/gabriola-island/https://www.cps-ecp.ca/contact/squadron-locations/gabriola-island/
http://www.vind.cahttp://www.vind.ca

Gabriola Power and Sail Squadron
PO Box 71  
Gabriola BC  V0R 1X0

POSITION NAMENAME PHONEPHONE
Commander Jean-Pierre Van Praet 250 325-3064
Past Commander Mike Hoeinghaus,  AP 250 247-8799
Executive Officer Nigel Wells 250 325-0052
Educational Officer Agathe Gaulin 250 247-9714
Secretary Carole Lemieux 250 247-9889
Financial Officer Jude Briscoe 250 247-8600
Membership Officer Elaine Pearce 250 247-7538
Webmaster Andy Hunter 250 325-0857
Communications Officer &
Scuttlebutt Editor

Don Butt,  AP 250 247-7804

Privacy Officer Don Butt, AP 250 247-7804
Member at Large John Bullas 250 739-3295
Member at Large Ivan Bulic 250 247-2032
Member at Large/RVCC Bob Wood 250 247-7339



CoursesCourses
Always check the website for details - “Courses and Upcoming Events”Always check the website for details - “Courses and Upcoming Events”

The National website has undergone a major update and is ready to accept course registra-
tions.  One should go to the Squadron web site where there is information about the courses 

and links on the Courses and Workshops page to the National registration pages. 

Email or phone  Squadron XO: Nigel Wells, nigelwells@shaw.ca or 250 325-0052; or  Squad-
ron Educational Officer: Agathe Gaulin, agathe@freespiritsailing.ca  or 250 247-9714

https://www.cps-ecp.ca/contact/squadron-locations/gabriola-island/

*****************

COVID-19COVID-19
The Squadron is following the guidelines set by CPS-ECP.  No meetings or courses are to be 
held in person.  Meetings are held via Zoom or similar method, as are courses. Read the re-
ports from Cdr. Jean Van Praet and SEO Agathe Gaulin for details, and of course, the website. 
No one knows when the pandemic restrictions will be eased and normalcy will again prevail.  
It is worth noting that any breach of the CPS-ECP restrictions will not be covered by the in-
surance policy.

They’re available!  The new Squadron pennants to adorn your 
boat!  They do tend to fade like all flags so why not spruce up 
the appearance of your boat with a new pennant - they look 
good.  Really good!  Spruce up your boat for spring.  Call 
Jude Briscoe, 250 247-8600.  Reduced price!
Call any one of the Bridge/Exec members: phone numbers 
listed on page 2, “Your Squadron Bridge”.

Only $15 each, we’ve kept the price as low as possible.  Spruce up your boat for spring!  



From the Educational Department
Agathe Gaulin - Educational Officer

What an interesting Fall we’ve had in the Education depart-
ment of Gabriola Squadron! COVID pandemic regulations 
still preclude our offering in person courses so we’ve adapted 
by facilitating Self-study, online and Go-To-Meeting learning 
sessions. This transition hasn’t been easy for all but once the 
learning curve is mastered, we realize it is a very good way to study mate-

rial and pass exams.

 

I continue to administer the Radio Operator certification – Maritime (Roc-M) exams using 
the Zoom or Go-to-Meeting video conferencing app. Students are doing very well and when 
questioned, all say that the CPS online learning materials are very well developed, clear and 
informative. As of Monday November 30th, I’ve administered 13 exams using this format 
or, for Gabriola residents wishing a more personal approach, an outdoor deck as a venue for 
the Exam … weather permitting. I am now taking a break for the Holiday season but anyone 
wanting to register and study for their Roc-M exam can do so by going to the CPS-ECP na-
tional website and finding the Roc-M Self-study course and choosing the Gabriola squadron. 
Exam sessions will resume in the New Year.

A quote from a recent student and successful exam writer: “Thank you for all your help Ag-
athe! You guys are one of the few to keep going with your volunteer work. I appreciate it. “

Radio Operator Radio Operator 
certification – certification – 

Maritime (Roc-M) Maritime (Roc-M) 



The Pleasure Craft Operator certificate (PCOC) is also offered in this format but the exam can also 
be written directly on the online platform. For those of you with loved ones who still do not have 
their mandatory operator card (“license” to operate any power vessel!) might I suggest a Christmas 
present of this online course and exam. This is definitely a gift that will outlive the Holiday season!

Our squadron is also offering the combined Boating 2 & 3 and the Boating 4 “blended” online 
courses. Nigel Wells is facilitating the Boating 2&3 and I’m facilitating the Boating 4 evening check-
ins and section reviews with Students. 

For the winter session (after the New Year) I would like to have an idea of the type of Courses and 
Seminars our present membership would like to attend. Please check out the CPS website and then 
contact me with your ideas for long courses or refresher workshops. Of course, all of these will be 
presented in Go2Meeting or Zoom formats as the COVID pandemic orders from our Health au-
thorities will not end before the Spring or Summer. Also, please talk to your friends, family members 
and colleagues to verify what type of training might interest them. We have some very qualified 
Boaters on Gabriola and it would be my pleasure to organize educational sessions which highlight 
these competencies and experiences.

Here’s wishing one and all a most enjoyable Holiday Season on or off the water!

Agathe Gaulin, Educational Officer

Pleasure Craft Pleasure Craft 
Operator certificate Operator certificate 
(PCOC)(PCOC)  

Boating 2 & 3 Boating 2 & 3 
and and 
Boating 4Boating 4



From the Wheelhouse*
John Van Praet - Commander

Hi Squadron members and partners and lovers of boats and wa-
ters of all shapes and forms.

What a year it has been! 

Vaccines have been developed at super fast speed, Orcas were seen off Gabriola 
this very morning, the picture below was taken this year at the Strait of Magellan in Southern 
Chile, our own Bert terHart returned from his solo circumnavigation, in one piece, we have all 
added new words to our vocabularies and developed new skill sets as in Zoom, GoTo or Signal, 
and we all have received much more time to think about the important things in life, than we 
ever had before. Aren’t we lucky!

On the Squadron front, our Educational Group has been busy and have been doing very well. 
For weeks and weeks in a row they have been managing the blended online Boating 2+3 course 
as well as the Boating 4 course. I know that this is very demanding especially with them having 
to deal with both the content of the courses and the technology of the platforms used for the 
online courses! THANK YOU Agathe and Nigel for your non relenting efforts. Thanks also to 
the various knowledgeable boaters who have been assisting, Sean, and Don and Gary and John 
B. Your efforts are greatly appreciated!

Things have been rather quiet on the other Squadron fronts for reasons of the unmentionable 
virus.  All of us are under stress, some more than others, and all of us can apply what we learned 
during the boating courses, “when the forecast is for bad weather, don’t set sail “. Similarly, right 
now, please stay SAFE all of you!

Merry Christmas and a very Happy New Year all of you !

Photo - John Van PraetPhoto - John Van Praet



From District Educational Officer,From District Educational Officer,
Alexa StochmalAlexa Stochmal

West Coast Weather Seminar
Tuesdays January 5, 12, and 19, 2021  

Time:  1900

Weather conditions greatly affect the safety and comfort of boaters. Living with weather is not an op-
tion, it is part of boating life. The Nanaimo Power Squadron’s West Coast Weather Seminar provides 
boaters with a basic background in meteorology tailored to BC’s south coast. It begins with a review 
of basic weather theory then moves to specific regional weather information.

Cost is $75.00 per person.  (No discount for members.)

To  register please contact
SEO Maurice Donn

Nanaimo Power and Sail Squadron
xpdonn@gmail.com
250 668-6375



Silva Bay Yacht Club  recognizes Bert terHartSilva Bay Yacht Club  recognizes Bert terHart
for his circumnavigationfor his circumnavigation

The Silva Bay Yacht Club Marlinespike 
Seamanship trophy and “keeper” present-
ed to Bert terHart by Commodore Mark 
Titterton and Jerry Ellins.



Bert presents to the Gabriola Museum Bert presents to the Gabriola Museum 

This 
SBYC flag was flown at each of the Five 
Great Southern Capes and will be displayed 
in the Gabriola Museum.  

The Squadron flag that was also flown at 
each of the Capes, is mounted and will 
be kept at CPS-ECP National office and 
brought out for display at special events.  It 
is a bit frayed, but otherwise stood up well.

This burgee flew on SV Seaburban with Bert terHart while 
they passed under the 5 Great Capes as part of a solo, non-
stop circumnavigation around the world using only tradition-
al navigation tools.  The completion of the voyage marked the 
first time a North American had completed such a voyage and 
only the ninth time it has ever been accomplished in history.

 Cape Horn    Jan 8, 2020
 Cape Agulhas   Feb 24, 2020
 Cape Leeuwin   Apr 8, 2020
 South East Cape Apr 20, 2020
 South Cape   Apr 28, 2020

Presented to the Gabriola Museum on behalf of the Silva Bay 
Yacht Club by Commodore Mark Titterton.

Bert terHart



https://www.the5capes.com/alards-4-5-away/
https://maps.findmespot.com/s/M2Y2
https://www.waterproperties.ca/drifters/

The Mary Duff Barquentine The Mary Duff Barquentine 

Barkentine, also spelled barquentine, sailing ship of three or more masts having fore-and-aft sails 
on all but the front mast (foremast), which is square rigged. Because of the reduction of square 
sails, it required fewer crew members and was popular in the Pacific after its introduction about 
1830.  On November 22nd, 1917, theMary Duff, on voyage from Sydney, C.B. to Carbonear, Nfl. 
with a cargo of coal, was wrecked at Bay Verte.  See: https://wrecksite.eu/wreck.aspx?207833
This is ironic, because between 1964 and 1967 I was medical director of a new hospital in 
BaieVerte, White Bay South, Nfl.  

Mary Duff is my wife’s maiden name.  Her ancestors from Newfoundland were in the 
shipping business.  This is an old family picture.



Ship ShapesShip Shapes



ChucklesChuckles

1.  Did you hear that production was down at Santa’s workshop?
Many of his workers have had to elf isolate.

2 . Why are Santa’s reindeer allowed to travel on Christmas Eve?
Because they have herd immunity.

3.  What do snowmen wear on their heads?
Ice caps.  
   
4.  What do you sing at a snowman’s birthday party?
Freeze a jolly good fellow.

5.  What happened to the man who stole an Advent calendar?
He got 25 days.

6.  Who is Rudolph’s favourite pop star?
Béyon-sleigh.

7.  How is Drake like an elf?
He spends all his time wrapping.

8.  What are the best Christmas sweaters made from?
Fleece Navidad.

9.  What do reindeer put on their Christmas tree?
Hornaments.

10.  What do you get when you cross Santa with a duck?
A Christmas quacker.



Ocean sailors celebrating their Christmas 
party





We say thank you to all who have generously supported us:We say thank you to all who have generously supported us:

WE THANK THE BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS LISTED BELOW
FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF OUR SQUADRON’S ACTIVITIES.v

Mr. & Mrs. Don Powell         Christine Purfield         Dr. Bob Rooks

SEE OUR SQUADRON SPONSORS BOARD IS
AT EVENTS AROUND THE ISLAND


