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Huge Congrations!!Huge Congrations!!
Merry Christmas, Merry Christmas, 

Happy the New YearHappy the New Year  

Gabriola Power and Sail Squadron



MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL ISSUE
Thank you to those who have managed to renew your membership.  Apparently there have been difficul-
ties renewing Family Members in the new CPS website system.  Our Membership Officer, Elaine Pearce 
will help you so that you can renew via snail mail.  Please call Elaine if you are having any difficulties 
with renewal of your membership - she is ready to help.
Elaine Pearce 250 247-7538

Your Squadron Bridge  2022 - 2023Your Squadron Bridge  2022 - 2023

We are a Squadron of Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons (CPS-ECP) in We are a Squadron of Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons (CPS-ECP) in 
Vancouver Island North DistrictVancouver Island North District
https://www.cps-ecp.ca/contact/squadron-locations/gabriola-island/https://www.cps-ecp.ca/contact/squadron-locations/gabriola-island/
http://www.vind.cahttp://www.vind.ca

Gabriola Power and Sail Squadron
PO Box 71  
Gabriola BC  V0R 1X0

POSITION NAMENAME PHONEPHONE
Commander Jean-Pierre Van Praet 250 325-3064
Past Commander Mike Hoeinghaus,  AP 250 247-8799
Executive Officer Nigel Wells 250 325-0052
Educational Officer Agathe Gaulin 250 247-9714
PRO/Marketing Officer Li Decosas 250 247-9884
Secretary assigned to Cdr 250 325-3064
Financial Officer Jude Briscoe 250 247-8600
Membership Officer Elaine Pearce 250 247-7538
Webmaster (acting) Nigel Wells 250 325-0052
Communications Officer &
Scuttlebutt Editor

Don Butt,  AP 250 247-7804

Privacy Officer Don Butt, AP 250 247-7804
RVCC Officer Bob Wood 250 247-7339
Member at Large John Bullas 250 739-3295
Member at Large Sean Lewis 250 325-1857
Member at Large Gary Small 250 247-9884
Member at Large Paul O’Sullivan 250 247-9674
Emissary Bridge Member Bert terHart 778 557-2824



CoursesCourses
Always check the website for details - “Courses and Upcoming Events”Always check the website for details - “Courses and Upcoming Events”

See details belowSee details below

The Squadron is planning for a start of courses again.  See the the report from SEO.
Email or phone  Squadron XO: Nigel Wells, nigelwells@shaw.ca or 250 325-0052; 
Squadron Educational Officer: Agathe Gaulin, seo-gabriolaisland@cps-ecp.org  
Commander John Van Praet:   johnvanpraet@hotmail.com
https://www.cps-ecp.ca/contact/squadron-locations/gabriola-island/

COVID-19COVID-19
Contrary to what some are thinking, the pandemic and COVID-19 have not gone away.  This clev-
er little bug wants to survive and is able to adapt to do so (even better than the dinosaurs it seems).  
We are fortunate however, to be living at a time when vaccine development has become quite 
advanced and can arm our body’s fighting troops to defend ourselves, at least mostly so.  New 
variants are emerging all the time, and the more the virus is in our midst, the more variants will 
develop.  The upshot of this is that the Squadron is continuing to recognize that precautions still 
need to stay in place.  Some day things will hopefully be better but patience is our guideline.  And 
we care about safety and presuerving health.  

They’re available!  The new Squadron pennants to adorn your 
boat!  They do tend to fade like all flags so why not spruce up the 
appearance of your boat with a new pennant - they look good.  
Really good!  Spruce up your boat for spring.  Call Jude Briscoe, 
250 247-8600.  Reduced price!  Hang one on your tree!
Call any one of the Bridge/Exec members: phone numbers 

listed on page 2, “Your Squadron Bridge”.
Only $15 each, we’ve kept the price as low as possible.  Spruce up your boat for spring!  

Important Renewal InformationImportant Renewal Information
 It used to be that, if a member let his or her membership lapse for more than a year, 
the member would have to start from scratch to bring their membership up-to-date.   It 
is no longer the case.   A number of members did not renew their memberships during 
2021 - 2022.   They can renew this year without penalty.   If they run into problems  re-
newing on line, please have them contact me at (250) 247-7538 or russelaine3@shaw.ca.                
Elaine Pearce, Membership Officer



Golden ThreeGolden Three

Since the last edition of Scuttlebutt the major events have occurred for the Squadron and its mem-
bers.  
Bert terHart, former Squadron Training Officer has successfully complete his epic journey
Agathe Gaulin, Squadron Educational Officer was named “2022 Volunteer of the Year” at the Na-
tional Conference
The Gabriola Island Squadron was named “S 2022 quadron of the Year” at the Conference.

Bert terHart - Canoe and Portage Bert terHart - Canoe and Portage 
from Pacific to Atlanticfrom Pacific to Atlantic

April 1, 2022 Bert launched his custom made Kevlar canoe in the 
mouth of the Frazer River and began paddling alone toward the 
Atlantic Ocean shore in New Brunswick, following the routes of the 
aboriginals, old fur trade explorers and trades people. Two years of 
detailed planning went into this project. He used only his sextant and 
old maps to determine his position in the vast wilderness to guide 
him as did the traders and aboringals for centuries.  I previously de-
scribed his conundrum at a lake in northern Ontario where there was 
no sign of human presence other than an abandoned fishing cabin, 
and no evidence of a portage site out of the lake.  He found an old 
hand-drawn map in the inside of the outhouse door that showed his 
route, covered by ages of thick growth and downed trees. The journey 



saved by the door of an old outhouse!

His sister, Leah, received his regular reports and photos as he progressed, posted them in the popu-
lar media, and forwarded them to me to post on my Smugmug site, 
https://dbutt.smugmug.com/Paddle-and-Portage-Across-Canada-Alone/  

There are nearly 110,000 views on the photos and accounts on the site and many well wishes at the 
Community Bulletin Board.  Early in October he completed the journey, just missing the wrath 
of Hurricane Fiona.  It struck me in his writings that our country is full of amazingly kind people.  
Bert’s description of them is moving, and shows there is indeed an enduring kindness at the heart of 
so many, in spite of what we read and hear all too often.  A lesson for all that the sky is not falling!

Only Bert’s words can give some idea of the effect this had on him, some understanding of the ac-
complishments of those who journeyed in those days, and the interaction with those who had lived 
and survived in the lands and waters for eons before.  The following is a letter “from Bert to himself:

Hey Bert!

You did it. You actually, really, truly did it. 

Let that sink in for just a second. The enormity of it. The sheer, unadulterated, mind-numbing enor-
mity of it. The portaging. The paddling. The inhuman suffering piled upon the fatigue piled upon the 
cold and wet, piled upon the uncertainty, piled upon the never ending stress. And yet, and yet more 
than anything else, the joy. The exquisite, breathtaking joy of being physically and spiritually so deeply 
connected to the land, lakes, and rivers. The numbing beauty of those thin places where you can almost 
see the hand of God pass over the water, or brush the clouds, or move a blade of grass.

Think on how your journey has inspired and motivated and touched and moved a thousand  other 
souls. How something in your journey has resonated with a thousand complete strangers. Think of 
the lives you have changed simply because you chose to turn your vision into reality.  To push, persist, 
persevere, and overcome to finally make it so.
Think on the footsteps of those you chose to follow. On how their lives, lived so long ago, inspired and 
informed your own. And through you, their footsteps, long overgrown and mostly forgotten, have been 
discovered anew. You did that simply by choosing to walk in their shadow, to discover, no matter what, 
something of their lives and loves and  hardships. And to pay it forward.

And how have you changed? Are you the same person who left? How could you possibly remain un-
changed? Yet, you are very much the same man who left. More introspective, more humane, wiser. 
More in-tune with your self and the person whom you aspire to become. A better Bert, but Bert none 
the less.



Pause, please.  Do not let that part of you that is constantly seeking what is hardest rule your life. Hard 
comes inevitably and need not be sought out. Everyday is an adventure, a gift
meant to be celebrated not suffered even if  suffering is your current lot. There is no need to turn them 
into an ordeal. There has never been a need to prove yourself to yourself in God’s eyes. 

Just because you’re always asked what’s next doesn’t mean you have to answer let alone have a next. Why 
must there always be a what’s next anyway even before the present next is not yet past? Give yourself per-
mission and the grace to answer the question with a shrug of the shoulders and an ‘I don’t know’. It is not 
a contest. Whatever comes next can neither be forced nor constrained. It will sure enough announce itself.

You did it. Celebrate this moment and all the moments that led up to it. They are fleeting and meant to be 
precious as surely as tomorrow makes no promises and the past only memories. 

You did it. You did it only because you had the courage to try long before you had the belief you could. 

Tomorrow will be a better day if and only if you have the courage to try and make it so. Is that not the 
next you truly seek?

Your friend,
Bert

‘Execution is the chariot of genius.’
William Blake: 19th Century English poet and artist.

I know her every mood. Her subtle 
quirks and not so subtle foibles. Her 
strengths and oh so very few weak-
nesses. For the past six months, she 
has been my confidant and sound-
ing board, and she has never let me 
down.

I have talked to her for hours on end. 
Whispered more like it. Her responses, 
measured and unvarying. You can do 
it. Where you go, I go. You can do it.

How one comes to gamble their life on 
a couple of litres of epoxy and a few 
gossamer strips of cloth I know not. I 
did, and I can’t tell you exactly how or 



when it came to pass.
It just did.

We were inseparable. Nestled together by day, never far apart at night. More than anything else, the 
success of the trip depended on Kai Nani standing up to the brutal treatment I meted out daily. Never a 
day off, never an easy hour, never a complaint.

Sailors develop an intimate relationship with their 
boats. The lived through storms, the bewildering 
calms, the careening down giant wave-faces, the 
anxious moments watching lightening flash horizon 
to horizon standing beneath a 55’ aluminum lighten-
ing rod all add up to a bond that borders on rabid. I 
hadn’t thought I would develop the same relationship 
with Kai Nani.

At rest beneath the veranda back home, held upright 
and aloft by tie down straps, I see her every day. 
We are still inseparable. I still talk to her, no longer 
urging her forward but now whisper apologies for 
the stem-to-stern scars that bear witness to her work. In stark contrast to her wounds, the signatures 
and well-wishes of the hundreds from all across the country who signed her hull testify to our passage 

CONGRATULATIONS  
BERT!

We are so proud of you!



Squadron Educational Officer, Agathe GaulinSquadron Educational Officer, Agathe Gaulin

Photo by Georgette.  

Each year CPS-ECP recognizes an outstanding volunteer with the Annual Volunteer of the Year 
Award.  This year the recipient was our SEO, Agathe Gaulin.  The following is a letter submit-
ted in support of her.  CONGRATULATIONS, AGATHE!!  Well deserved!  We are so proud of 
you!

Nomination for the Howard G. Peck Volunteer of the Year award
Agathe Gaulin, SEO, Gabriola Island Power and Sail Squadron

Letter of support for Agathe’s nomination
 
Agathe’s contributions to Education are outstanding. Always thinking out of the box, and un-
daunted by restrictions of the pandemic, Agathe focussed on what can be done to maintain the 
Squadron’s purpose, to continue to ensure boaters received the education to enjoy safe and enjoy-
able boating.  She saw the opportunity to engage students using the online tools available, and 
actively participated in the blended way of instruction.  Students from the local area, and from far 
and wide participated.  Her efforts gathering talented experienced boaters to help instruct, be-
coming familiar with the technology, paid off in a major way.  As pandemic restrictions eased, she 
adjusted to a hybrid version, part in person, part online. 



 
Seeing the need for hands-on instruction, and as pandemic restrictions further eased, she organized 
a series of workshops, instructing in the practical aspects of boating: knots, splicing, playing games 
with models on the floor while navigating through channels and buoys avoiding collisions using 
“rules of the road”, and more.  These workshops proved highly popular and were funded by dona-
tions. 
 
Taking advantage of a public school teachers’ two-day professional development, she planned to 
fill the young student days with an innovative “Youth Camp” in the local Community Hall.  This 
consisted of a series of 30-45-minute stations in groups of a dozen to work with ropes, a sailing 
dinghy learning the parts and purposes, weather principles, rules of the road, navigating buoys, and 
much more.  Instruction was also given to prepare for the PCOC exam, which a large portion of the 
group passed.  This was a “howling success” and reached out to the youth, also engaging parents who 
expressed an interest in what CPS-ECP was all about.
 
Seizing any opportunity to talk about CPS-ECP advantages, no opportunity is lost in promoting the 
advantages of membership, which has been an uphill struggle as we all know.  Our local shipyard 
has gone out of business, leaving boaters with a huge gap in locating services.  She has been instru-
mental in her help with contributions to the development of a pamphlet for boaters outlining where 
and from whom a wide variety of supplies and services are available.  This pamphlet also is rich 
with information about out courses and advantages of membership.  It was supported by generous 

donations from community businesses., further enhanc-
ing the Squadron’s presence in our community.
 
She has organized submissions to our local newspaper, 
The Sounder, by various members of the Squadron in 
topics of interest to boaters, such as weather, the buoy-
age system, compass, collision regulations, etc.  The 
articles reached out to the readers with our contact 
information about courses and about what we do and 
how we benefit the community.  As a Past Commodore 
of the local Yacht Club, she has never lost an opportuni-
ty to engage with the yacht club membership.
 
All this activity takes an enormous amount of time, 
which she has unfailingly dedicated to Squadron activ-
ity.  She has enriched our Squadron with her skills in 
boating, organization, and dedication to our purpose 
and knows how to make it all fun. Agathe would be a 
well-deserved recipient of the CPS-ECP Volunteer of the 



Nomination of Gabriola Power and Sail Squadron for “best Squadron”.

Ours is a small Squadron on an island of 4500 permanent residents. Still, we do keep our mission and 
objectives in mind regardless of the tides and currents of human cooperation of our team of volunteers.

The Gabriola Island SquadronThe Gabriola Island Squadron

Our Squadron was named “Squadron of the Year”. The following is a letter by Cdr. John Van Praet 
supporting the nomination.  It was also supported by Vancouver North District Commander, Charles 
Hawkswell.  The award was received by Agathe Gaulin on behalf of the Squadron



The Educational Efforts of our Team  Courses. Our main objective is teaching safe boating, and during 
this year, as in the previous two years, we are and have been offering the complete set of Boating 1 to 
Boating 4 courses, and Roc-M courses and exams online. When some of our island students had difficulty 
with videoconferencing, we would offer to meet them in a safe outdoor space, disinfected and masked. 

Workshops. Earlier this year, when pandemic restrictions were lifting, we did organize an 8-week series 
of workshops once a week at the Gabriola Community Hall, with topics such as ROC-M exam prepara-
tion, Boating Basics, Weather, Knots and Hutches and Planning for extended cruising. These workshops 
welcomed from 10 to 24 persons each night.

Boating Camp for Youth.  In March and April this year, we organized a Boating Camp for Youth which 
we held over two days in early May, with our Team of 12 volunteers to teach and supervise 2-dozen Gab-
riola Youth. We borrowed the Boating Simulator from CPS for this camp, and it was a great success.

TEAM.I  must stress that our educational program is carried out by a large team of Bridge officers and 
regular members who volunteer as “specific subject instructors” or do help with many practical issues. It is 
a TEAM effort, and we all rely on each other under the knowledgeable lead of our SEO.

The Visibility Efforts of our Team.  We all realize that our visibility in the Community must be im-
proved. It was a problem before COVID, and during COVID it has suffered even more.  Our visibility 
directly affects our membership numbers. Over the year, we have been doing things as a team, involving 
many Bridge members and members.

Sounder. The SOUNDER is our on-island weekly newspaper. The Sounder has been publishing a bi-weekly 
column “Boating Tips” , written by our Squadron members. Of course, we also advertise our activities in 
the SOUNDER on a regular basis, for example our RVCCs (boating checks).
Boating Services Guide. When our only Boat Service Facility on Gabriola closed this year, our Team pro-
duced a professional quality Boating Services Guide that is presently being widely distributed.
Sponsors. We have been recontacting and meeting, one by one, our existing and new sponsors, and bring-
ing them up to date on what our Squadron is doing. All our sponsors and their activities are listed on the 
Boating Services Guide that we did put together.

Hakai Institute Light Trap Project. Over the spring and summer this year, we as a Squadron partic-
ipated in this project. The aim of this project is to monitor the health of the waters of the Salish Sea by 
focussing on the presence of larval megalopae and juvenile Dungeness crab in about 40 light traps in the 
Salish Sea. Our Squadron took responsibility for one light trap at Silva Bay with 15 Gabriola volunteers, 
including four Gabriola Squadron volunteers. The trap was monitored four times a week, from mid- April 
to the beginning of September.



Contacts. All the people on our 
Squadron team, be they real 
estate agents, scientists or retired, 
are reaching out to our own 
personal contacts, to make people 
aware of what we are doing and 
what we as a Squadron can offer.

SBYC. The Silva Bay Yacht Club 
is the yacht and boating club on 
Gabriola. Our Team maintains 
direct links with the membership 
of the SBYC to ensure that all ed-
ucation needs are brought to our 
Squadron’s Education committee 
for inclusion in future program-
ming.

Sandwich Boards. We do use sandwich boards to advertise upcoming courses and events. Our team 
locates them on strategic locations on the island.

CONCLUSION
We are doing a lot of things, and we are proud of them. At the same time, we are also aware of our weak 
points. The efforts we made still need to translate into increased membership. That is the main area that 
needs to be focussed on. With continued effort we are certain to achieve that too.

Respectfully submitted,
Jean-Pierre Van Praet, Cdr.

Christmas Party, 2022Christmas Party, 2022
In light of the ongoing pandemic, flu, and RSV risks our Squadron Christmas part is postponed 
until better times are in the forecast.  This is in consideration for keeping members safe from 
exposure so as to have a better chance at enjoying Christmas and the holiday season with families.  
Plans are to have the party in the spring when hopefully more favourable and safe conditions will 
prevail.  Thanks to Elaine Pearce, Jude Briscoe, and John Van Praet for their leadership.  Better 
times to come!



From the Educational Department
Agathe Gaulin - Educational Officer 

Education Officer, Agathe, reports that the Fall PCOC and Roc-M study sessions 
are well attended. There are lots of new boaters on Gabriola and these two funda-
mental certifications are needed for safe, enjoyable, and lawful boating. PCOC exam 
session will be held in the meeting room of the Fire Hall on Wednesday, November 
23rd at 8 pm, following the study session which starts at 7 pm. 

The two study/exam sessions for the Radio Operator’s certificate (Maritime) will be held on Novem-
ber 30th and December 7th at the Fire Hall in the Village, from 7-9. Individuals who hold the PCOC 
and-or the Roc-M and who wish to review the material covered in Boating 1 and the Maritime radio 
Courses, are welcome to attend these sessions at no cost.

Alternatively, for those wishing to take the PCOC course online, it is offered on the CPS-ECP web-
site at: https://www.cps-ecp.ca/pcoc-boating-license/

A new Maritime radio Self-study course will be posted on the CPS website soon. For further infor-
mation, do not hesitate to contact our Education Officer at seo-gabriolaisland@ecp-cps.org.

CPS | PCOC Boating License - CPS
Canadian boating licence course. Get your pleasure craft oper-
ator card and go boating. Valid in Canada and the US. PCOC 
Boating License  www.cps-ecp.ca

The Educational department would like to hear from anyone who has knowledge of a particular 
aspect of Boating and who would be willing to teach or facilitate a 1-2 hour workshop. We plan on 
starting up the Wednesday evening workshops in the New Year and are in need of new subject mat-
ter. Some subjects that we could offer:
• Diesel engine maintenance, troubleshoot-

ing, winterizing
• Outboard motor maintenance, trouble-

shooting & winterizing
• Batteries and their upkeep
• Understanding and troubleshooting electri-

cal systems
• Planning for extended cruising

• Navigating local hazards & passes
• Favorite weekend outings
• Fishing basics (equipment & techniques)
• Sail trim for best performance
• Heavy weather sailing or power boating 

strategies
...any other topic ...

Please contact Agathe at : seo-gabriolaisland@cps-ecp.org or 
give her a call to discuss your interest in sharing your skills.



ChucklesChuckles



The Hakai  ProjectThe Hakai  Project

Here is a photo of some of the team the Squadron had gathered to help measure the megalopae.  
What are megalopae, I asked.  Well they are the tiny babies that will develop into those delicious 
Dungeness  crabs.  The research project is designed to measure and count these little critters trapped 
into a device that lights up at night, and attracts them inside.  Counts are done about four times a 
week.  Oh, and “no harm was done to any animals during the project”.  They were released harm-
lessly in the sea.  Cdr John Van Praet took on the responsibility for organizeing the volunteers at the 
Page’s Resort and Marina site, one of many up and down the coast.  Well done, and thank you John!



And finally, to all who have generously supported us:And finally, to all who have generously supported us:
WE THANK THE BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS LISTED BELOW

FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF OUR SQUADRON’S ACTIVITIES

         Sandi Winter         Dr. Bob Rooks

SEE OUR SQUADRON SPONSORS BOARD
AT EVENTS AROUND THE ISLAND


