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So Long, SummerSo Long, Summer  

Gabriola Power and Sail Squadron



MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL ISSUE
Thank you to those who have managed to renew your membership.  Apparently there have been difficul-
ties renewing Family Members in the new CPS website system.  Our Membership Officer, Elaine Pearce 
will help you so that you can renew via snail mail.  Please call Elaine if you are having any difficulties 
with renewal of your membership - she is ready to help.
Elaine Pearce 250 247-7538

Your Squadron Bridge  2022 - 2023Your Squadron Bridge  2022 - 2023

We are a Squadron of Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons (CPS-ECP) in We are a Squadron of Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons (CPS-ECP) in 
Vancouver Island North DistrictVancouver Island North District
https://www.cps-ecp.ca/contact/squadron-locations/gabriola-island/https://www.cps-ecp.ca/contact/squadron-locations/gabriola-island/
http://www.vind.cahttp://www.vind.ca

Gabriola Power and Sail Squadron
PO Box 71  
Gabriola BC  V0R 1X0

POSITION NAMENAME PHONEPHONE
Commander Jean-Pierre Van Praet 250 325-3064
Past Commander Mike Hoeinghaus,  AP 250 247-8799
Executive Officer Nigel Wells 250 325-0052
Educational Officer Agathe Gaulin 250 247-9714
PRO/Marketing Officer Li Decosas 250 247-9884
Secretary assigned to Cdr 250 325-3064
Financial Officer Jude Briscoe 250 247-8600
Membership Officer Elaine Pearce 250 247-7538
Webmaster (acting) Nigel Wells 250 325-0052
Communications Officer &
Scuttlebutt Editor

Don Butt,  AP 250 247-7804

Privacy Officer Don Butt, AP 250 247-7804
RVCC Officer Bob Wood 250 247-7339
Member at Large John Bullas 250 739-3295
Member at Large Sean Lewis 250 325-1857
Member at Large Gary Small 250 247-9884
Member at Large Paul O’Sullivan 250 247-9674
Emissary Bridge Member Bert terHart 778 557-2824



CoursesCourses
Always check the website for details - “Courses and Upcoming Events”Always check the website for details - “Courses and Upcoming Events”

See details belowSee details below

The Squadron Bridge will be meeting shortly to develop the plan for courses during the fall.  
When the plan is ready a special notification will be circulated and publicized.  Meanwhile feel 
free to contact us if you have questions or requests:
Email or phone  Squadron XO: Nigel Wells, nigelwells@shaw.ca or 250 325-0052; 
Squadron Educational Officer: Agathe Gaulin, seo-gabriolaisland@cps-ecp.org  
Commander John Van Praet:   johnvanpraet@hotmail.com
https://www.cps-ecp.ca/contact/squadron-locations/gabriola-island/

COVID-19COVID-19
No one knows when the pandemic will be over and the normal will again prevail, if ever.  Mean-
while we can only stay informed from reliable sources as the status of COVID-19.  Fortunately ef-
fective vaccines are in development stage and already approved.  Or Squadron activities will reflect 
the status of the pandemic, risk evaluation, based on data and advice from the health profession-
als.

They’re available!  The new Squadron pennants to adorn your 
boat!  They do tend to fade like all flags so why not spruce up the 
appearance of your boat with a new pennant - they look good.  
Really good!  Spruce up your boat for spring.  Call Jude Briscoe, 
250 247-8600.  Reduced price!
Call any one of the Bridge/Exec members: phone numbers 

listed on page 2, “Your Squadron Bridge”.
Only $15 each, we’ve kept the price as low as possible.  Spruce up your boat for spring!  

Important Renewal InformationImportant Renewal Information
 It used to be that, if a member let his or her membership lapse for more than a year, 
the member would have to start from scratch to bring their membership up-to-date.   It 
is no longer the case.   A number of members did not renew their memberships during 
2021 - 2022.   They can renew this year without penalty.   If they run into problems  re-
newing on line, please have them contact me at (250) 247-7538 or russelaine3@shaw.ca.                
Elaine Pearce, Membership Officer



Since Summer BeganSince Summer Began

The PamphletThe Pamphlet

There has been little Squadron activity over the summer months, which seemed to actually 
begin about mid July.  Even the gardens were slow to awake from the tepid sun.  This edition 
will be a brief one, with more about our course plans to come later in September.  Regular 
columns by Cdr John Van Praet and Educational Officer Agathe Gaulin will be circulated.  
Meanwhile we are doing what we should be doing during the summer months - boating.
Ed.

This document was printed, and made available to members and others to provide infor-
mation about boat services and equipment in the absence of the Silva Bay Shipyard.  This 
has been found to be a useful source of information.  Again, thanks to all who helped in 
its development, Agathe Gaulin, Li Decosas, Debbie Erdos, Ivan Bulic, John Van Praet, 
Gallery Press, yours truly, as well as input from the Squadron Bridge members..  Li Deco-
sas tells me that there is great feedback from members and sponsors who helped fund the 
project   Some sponsors even phoned especially to thank us.  
Copies can be obtained by contacting Li Decosas, (see Squadron Bridge, page 2)

That darn lighthouse 
just wont get out of 
my way no matter 
how much noise I 
make spinning  the 
blades!



The Hakai  ProjectThe Hakai  Project
The Squadron and other community members have participated 
during the past few months in this research project, counting the 
tiny critters that eventually develop into Dungeness Crabs at Page’s 
Marina.  The work has pretty well wound down for the data collec-
tors having made observations in these ingenious light traps but 
now collating and analyzing the data is not our job.  Rather that 
is the work of the researchers, locally by Heather Earl.  This is a 
project that extends up and down the Pacific coast at multiple sites. 
It’s been fun and worthwhile.  Thanks to the participants, but a huge 
thanks to Cdr John Van Praet who coordinated it all for the Page’s 
site.  Big job, well done John!

An interloper, three 
spine Stickleback.  

Sorting these 
out is a chal-
lenge on some-
times rainy cool 
mornings,.

The long guy is 
a pipe fish.  

We isolate them, then count 
and measure them.  There 
may be none or hundreds in 
the “catch”.  All living things 
are gently poured back into 
the sea so they will continue 
to thrive.  “No animals were 
harmed in this exercise...



Bert terHart - Canoe and Portage Bert terHart - Canoe and Portage 
from Pacific to Atlanticfrom Pacific to Atlantic

Bert has made good progress in spite of many challenging moments.  His 
project came perilously close to a halt on an isolated lake while looking for 
the portage to the next lake.  It was simply not where the old maps indi-
cated it was.  He found an old abandoned fishing shack at the end of the 
lake, and on the inside of the door to the outhouse - there it was, and old 
partially disintegrated map of the area showing the entrance to the por-
tage.  Bert found what appeared to be the site, but had to use the axe and 
machete to clear enough of a path to the next body of water, all the time 
back and forth several times to deliver the burden of 65 pound packs as 
well as the canoe.  It’s all documented at
 https://dbutt.smugmug.com/Paddle-and-Portage-Across-Canada-Alone/

Bert’s sister, Leah, also documents the journey on FaceBook and Instagram.  Bert has been featured 
in interviews with the major media.  At the time of writing this there are  more than 74,000 views 
on Bert’s photos and reports.  Today he is on the St Lawrence River, approaching Quebec City.  He 
is holding up well, but exhausted some days. It is impressive to read about the encounters with 
incredible people on his way.  

We look forward to his safe return sometime in late October.  I’m sure he will be busy scheduling 
invitations to speaking engagements.  But I can imaging a hot tub and some good homemade food 
will be his immediate priority.



Lions Concert-on-the-Green 2022Lions Concert-on-the-Green 2022

It was at the last minute that Lil’ 
Gabe made it to the concert,.  
Thanks to the help of Mike 
Hoeinghaus and Li Decossas, 
my SUV was able to connect and 
tow her to the driving range, 
and return her home the same 
night.  Li stayed through the 
whole concert by her side enjoy-
ing the kids’ antics, at the same 
time monitoring safety.  Thank 
you Mike and Li - so willing and 
helpful.



This was for real. It remained 
uncorrected for a few days!

LevityLevity

This was also real.  

Somehow I think Photoshop 
may have been involved with this 
one.

And finally,



And finally, to all who have generously supported us:And finally, to all who have generously supported us:
WE THANK THE BUSINESSES AND INDIVIDUALS LISTED BELOW

FOR THEIR SUPPORT OF OUR SQUADRON’S ACTIVITIES

Mr. & Mrs. Don Powell         Sandi Winter         Dr. Bob Rooks

SEE OUR SQUADRON SPONSORS BOARD
AT EVENTS AROUND THE ISLAND


