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 Words From the Editor 
 
Winter cruising has its own merits.  The 
anchorages have plenty of room and the 
marine parks are mostly deserted. 
 
At the same time winter cruising requires 
constant awareness of weather forecasts and 
reports.  To be sure, there are windy days, 
but also many sunny and calm days.  You 
just have to choose the right anchorage for 
the prevailing weather. 
 
Even the Coast Guard ships are in port.  
Patricia Bay, as shown on the front page, is 
host to most of the ships while Shoal Point 
hosts others. 
 
That is not to suggest that our Coast Guard 
is taking time off.  Marine Traffic and 
Communications Services (MCTS) is 
always staffed 24 hours a day and Aids to 
Navigation is still issuing Notices to 
Shipping where aids fail and staff arranges 
to have faults corrected.  The Search and 
Rescue crews as well as the Joint Rescue 
Coordination Centre are also ready for 
action with moments notice. 
 
As 2015 is now closed, it is perhaps time to 
reflect on the services we are getting.  
There were almost 3500 marine “incidents” 
in 2015, up by 10%.  Incidents recorded by 

the RCC are those that require tasking 
rescue crews from Coast Guard, RCM-
SAR, Police and other agencies. 
 
However, many of those calls could have 
been avoided.  Some hapless boaters run 
out of fuel, some get lost and others tackle 
weather beyond their means.  Proper 
training and extra vigilance would keep the 
number of calls down. 
 
We also enjoy the best maintained aids to 
navigation system in the world.  The BC 
Coast has the most reliable aids in the 
country.  Sure, we can grumble over the 
occasional failure of some of the automated 
aids; the Kelp Reefs weather reporting 
station seems to be down every winter and 
some of the ocean reporting stations 
occasionally fail, but it is a big system and 
the overall failure rate is amazingly small.  
We will get a close look at some of the 
buoys inside this issue of the Mainsheet. 
 
As boaters we get a lot of services for free.  
We are rarely charged for rescues and 
towing provided by search and rescue 
organizations and we always have the 
comfort of knowing that the Coast Guard is 
only a radio call away.  Enjoy the free ride 
while it lasts! 
 
Have a good winter,         ....Erik. 
Email: ve7mdl@gmail.com 
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From the office of Social Affairs 
 
All members that attended our Hallowe’en 
Social had a spooktacular evening.  We had 
monsters, wizard, goblins, Batman and Cat 
woman and a bunch of ordinary folks there as well.  What better way to celebrate the gloomy 
days the fall brings than spend some time with 
friends and fellow boaters over a glass of wine 
with cheese and other goodies.  And if this 
was not enough to cheer all present, we were 
in for more treat.  We had the pleasure to have 
Cresswell Walker and Irena Chmielowicz long 
time sailors that have left behind the comfort 
of the dock and the security of known water to 
sail over the world and to live the life most of 
us only dream of. Over the last ten years they 
have sailed in the North and South Pacific 
Ocean, Indian Ocean, Mediterranean Sea, 
Tasman Sea, North and South Atlantic Ocean 
to live the life they were born to live.  But what 
they talk about most was not the places they 
have been or the things they saw but the 
voyage that took them there.  They call it the 
seven “Cs” for Captaincy, Course, Courage, 
Capacity, Companionship, Curiosity and 
Compassion.  They had beautiful pictures and 
maps to help us visualize the extent of their 
adventure and they were many questions from 
the audience as well.  We could have been 
there all night.  After the presentation, some 
continued with more questions to the 
presenters and buying the book Cresswell 
wrote while in Singapore. Some did a little 
shopping from the regalia, while the rest 
enjoyed more conversations and wine of 

course.  And let’s not forget that there were 
prizes and goody bags for everyone to take 
home.  
 If you think you missed out on a good 
evening, just make sure to mark your calendar 
for February 15th, for our next Social and stay 
tuned for the details to come. 
 
Marie Lortie, Social Officer  

  At the December 14th  X-mas social/wine and cheese event much food and sweets were consumed rounded off with some singing and Dave Witham poetic recitals as dessert.  The evening ended much too soon as the centre staff reminded us of the closing time. 
 
Next Social:  February 15th 19:15 at Century House.  Details to follow via email as they become available and pending our social officer’s return to the country. 
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A visit to Huron Street Base 
 

 
The Coast Guard base at Shoal Point in 
Victoria is where the floating Aids to 
Navigation are maintained.  Your newsletter 
editor and proof reader Leona – always on the 
spot where things happen – managed to get 
an invitation to see what they do there.  
As most of you know, the buoys are replaced 
regularly for repair, painting and “a shave and 
a haircut” to remove barnacles, etc..  But do 
you know how big these things really are? 
 
Below is the replacement for “S0”, the 
starboard hand buoy that marks the entrance 
to the Fraser River. 
 

  
In the background you will see the Coast 
Guard Ship Sir Wilfried Laurier, which 
maintains the offshore buoys.  Capt. Bill Noon 
was the commanding officer on duty that day.  
Bill is known for leading the vessels that 
discovered the Sir John Franklin ships in the 
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Arctic.  The Laurier travels to the Arctic every 
spring to work as an ice breaker. 
 
The tower was removed from bespoke S0.  It 
looks something like this – without a light: 
 

  
 
The buyos are tethered using ¾ inch chain to 
either a cement block or steel anchors as 
shown below.  The steel anchors are used in 
the River as they bury into the mud and hold 
better than cement blocks.  Each weighs 
about 4 tons.  The person standing next to the 
anchors is the Aids to Navigation Manager 
Michael Crummy, who is well over 6 feet tall. 

 

  
Ocean Data Acquisition System (ODAS) 
buoys are maintained at a separate part of the 
base by Environment Canada, although the 
Coast Guard place and remove the buoys.  
Here is one that was the Middle Nomad 
reporting station. 
 

  
The ODAS buoys are usually tethered at two 
points to ensure that they are pointing in a 
defined direction, so current and wind 
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direction can be determined.  ODAS buoys in 
the open ocean are exposed to rough 
conditions at times and it is not unusual to see 
the superstructure is completely twisted and 
all the electronics have been lost. 
 
 From the Membership Officer 
 
Royal City Squadron has received from 
National the CPS ‘Star Award’ for Best 
Initiative in Membership Retention 2015. This 
was presented at the Dec 14 Squadron Social. 
 
Transfer of Burnaby Squadron member to 
Royal City Squadron submitted to National 
and currently being processed. Total number 
of members currently reads 122. 
 
Respectfully submitted 
 
Jeannie Jimenez 
Membership Officer 
Royal City Squadron  
 Derelict Vessels 
 
Port Metro Vancouver announced last 
month it has addressed 118 of 151 
abandoned boat sites on the Fraser 
River as part of its Fraser River 
Improvement Initiative. 
The port spends $400,000 each year 
on addressing the derelict vessels, 

some of which remain in the river, as 
they pose no navigational or 
environmental threat, as deemed by 
authorities such as Transport Canada 
and the Canadian Coast Guard. 
“We are proud of the progress we’ve 
made in improving the river and 
ensuring owners take appropriate 
responsibility for their vessels or 
property,” said Tom Corsie, Vice 
President of Real Estate at Port Metro 
Vancouver. 
The Port said it attempts to work with 
owners of such vessels whenever 
possible. 
Last May Conservative members of 
parliament shot down an NDP private 
members’ bill aimed to make the Coast 
Guard the sole receiver of wrecks. 
The bill would mean more money would 
be needed for the Coast Guard, as in 
some cases abandoned boat owners 
are nowhere to be found. Some 
Conservatives said they would prefer a 
polluter-pay model with stricter 
penalties. 
Some boats are not registered or 
insured, meaning they can be dumped 
without a trace. 
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 Update from the River 
 Oliver Clarke II 
On a dark and rainy night in November, 
the Oliver Clark II was heading home 
from an engine upgrade carried out in 
Sointula.  The trip went via the “Yuculta 
Rapids”, a series of three rapids NE of 
Sonora Island. 
 
The flood tide was running strongly 
carrying the vessel along at a speed of 
as much as 18 Kts (normal speed is 
about 9-10 kts).  In the narrow passage 
at Gillard Rapids the operator lost 
control of the vessel and hit Jimmy 
Judd Island with a crash.  The vessel 
rolled hard to one side and one of the 
crew ended up in the water and carried 
along in the strong current. 
 
Fortunately, the crew member had the 
presence of mind to cling on to two jerry 
cans for floatation and was later 
rescued, somewhat hypothermic. 
 
The vessel sustained damage to the 
keel where the keel shoe and the 
middle portion of the keel were broken 
off, however, the vessel did not take on 
any substantial amount of water and 
was able to proceed under own power. 
 

She was later lifted out at Shelter Island 
Marine where shipwright Les 
Gunderson was called out of retirement 
to replace part of the keel. 
 

  
We can all learn from other people’s 
mistakes and this lesson is: Boats are 
hard to control in strong currents and 
distances are difficult to estimate when 
it is dark. 
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From the Training Department 

  Training Officer:  Glen 604-525-1751. 
 

A New Course 
 
Based on many requests from new students, 
a new course has been designed by the 
District Education Officer, “On the Water 
Boat Handling”.  The course is intended to 
be one day in length and requires either a 
CPS member’s boat or a rental. 
 
The new course is ready to be tested by any 
squadron that is willing and capable.  The 
instructor must have a valid Marine First 
Aid certificate. 
 
 
 
 

Squadron Courses this Spring 
 
The old “Boating Course” has been split 
into three parts.  Royal City is offering 
these courses as follows: 
  Basic Boating (Boating 1):  Saturday 

February 13th 0900-1600 at 
Centennial Community Centre.  
Exam on February 17th 1900-2100 at 
the New Westminster Library.  Boating 2 (Beyond PCOC):  (5 
Tuesdays)  February 23rd-March 22nd 
1900-2200 at Queens Park Arena, 
Board Room.  Boating 3 (Introduction to 
Navigation): April 05, 12, 21, 28, 
May 03) 1900-2200 at Queens Park 
Arena, Board Room.  VHF Radio Course:  Saturday May 
7th 0900-1400 at Century House.  
Exam on May 9th 1900-2100 at New 
West Library.  

Hydrographics Update 
New edition Chart 3534 (Plans – Howe Sound) just 
released. 
New edition Chart 3540 (Approaches to Campbell 
River) release scheduled for January 2016. 
Chart Patches in progress:  3447 Nanaimo Hbr. / Departure Bay Cruise 

Ship Terminal (Dec. ’15)   3475 Chemainus / Harmac / Osborne Bay
 (Dec. ‘15) 
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 3479 Approaches to Sidney / Van Isle 
Marina (Dec. ’15)  3538 Lund / Desolation Sound / Sutil 
Channel (no date scheduled) 

 
CHS is planning to conduct surveys on Cultus 
Lake in 2016. 
CHS is also initiating a study to determine the 
future of paper charts.  Completion is scheduled for 
March 31, 2016; public input will be sought.  Need 
for the review has been brought about by declining 
revenues, fewer resources and higher production 
costs.  *-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 
 
CPS Membership Benefits 
 
Benefits from our corporate sponsors can more than 
cover the cost of your annual membership; many more 
benefits negotiated by individual Squadrons are also 
available to members across the country. Login to 
access corporate rate codes, coupons and direct links 
to partner web sites. 
  
  
CPS-ECP GROUP INSURANCE 
CPS-ECP has partnered with Cowan Insurance Group 
to provide insurance products to its members. 
Cowan’s comprehensive coverage and discounts are 
available exclusively to you as a CPS-ECP member. 
  
Boat Insurance  

 Save up to 25% on insurance premiums  
 Reducing deductible if claims free  
 Agreed value coverage for your boat  
 12-month navigation (no lay-up required)  
 Extended navigation for southern cruises  See more on our tailored coverage (pdf)  

NEW>> Group Home and Auto 

 Save up to 20% on both your home and auto insurance premiums  
 No additional service charges for pre-authorized payments  
 Custom insurance solutions  
 Available Canada-wide  

MARINE ASSISTANCE 
33% discount with C-Tow Marine Assistance Ltd.  
24 hour emergency towing plus additional member 
benefits. 
  
MAGAZINE 
Members receive six issues per year of Pacific Yachting 
magazine, which includes Propwash, the Pacific 
Mainland District newsletter, containing news of other 
squadrons. (The other six issues are available at the 
special discounted rate of $1.83 per issue). 
  REPLACEMENT CARDS 
Members receive a discount on Pleasure Craft Operator 
Card and VHF card replacement.  
  
SQUADRON DISCOUNTS 
Get a free Courtesy Check to ensure you have the 
required equipment on board.  
Contact your Squadron for details. 
  
Squadrons offer discounts on selected courses. 
For more information contact your Squadron. 
  
BOATING EQUIPMENT 
Save on boating equipment from premier 
manufacturers: 

 WEEMS & PLATH 
Order online and save 25% on precision 
navigation tools and products ordered directly  
from Weems & Plath.  
  ICOM CANADA 
Save on high quality radio equipment from Icom.  
  SALUS Stock items only (until stock ends) 
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 50% off CPS-ECP logo PFD 
 
 
  
DISCOUNTS 

 Save 50% Boat U.S. Membership  Save on PORTS Cruising Guides  Save up to 15% with Choice Hotels  Save $5 on Great Lakes Cruising Club 
School Courses and Webinars  Save $20 mail in rebate on any 3 Canadian made Natural Marine Products you buy over a 
boating season  Save 10% with RONA Stores in Western 
Canada  Save 10% with National Car Rental (Canada) 
Affinity and Association Benefits Program   Save 10% on the Online Rope Store  

 
OTHER BENEFITS 

 Regular notification of Squadron activities by 
email and by phone.  The annual Roster, which lists all CPS 
members in Pacific Mainland District, including 
a listing by boat name.  The opportunities to further expand your 
boating knowledge through CPS advanced and 
elective courses, and to pass on your 
knowledge through proctoring or lecturing.  The right to vote and to hold office on the 
bridge.  The right to fly the CPS flag. (Police and Coast 
Guard recognize the CPS flag as meaning the 
vessel has a knowledgeable skipper).  The opportunity to make new boating friends 
and have fun at various squadrons’ social 
events and cruises  The pride of belonging to a world-class boating 
organization. 

Contact Jeannie Jimenez 604-436-2592 if 
you need to re-instate your membership.  



The Mainsheet  

Royal City Squadron 

 
RCS Bridge 2015 
 
Commander: 
Glen Blake 604-525-1751 
 
Webmaster: 
Leisa Blake 604-444-2684 
 
Secretary: 
Eleanor Hashimoto 604-522-3448 
 
Membership: 
Jeannie Jimenez 604-436-2592  
 
Past Commander: 
Don Swindells 604-720-5170 
 
Treasurer: 
Barbara Blake 604-525-1751 
 
Training  Officer: 
Glen Blake 604-525-1751 
 
Instructors: 
John Neilson 604-524-8402 
Erik Skovgaard  604-803-3547 
 
Social: 
Marie Lortie  604-521-2047 
 
Communications & Phone: 
Rita Araki 604-520-0628 
 
Port Captain  & Historian: 
Harold Wright 604-522-1012 
 
Supply Officer: 
David Witham 604-420-2924 
 

The Mainsheet is the official newsletter of 
the Royal City Power and Sail Squadron.  It 
is written by and for its members 
 

Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons(CPS) is 
a nationwide association of boating enthusiasts, 
dedicated to improving boating safety through 
training. 
Each year, CPS members teach a variety of 
courses to concerned boaters in the general 
public across Canada. CPS is well known for its 
Boating Basics, which is the primary course 
offered to the public. The Boating Basics is just 
one of the many courses offered by Royal City 
Squadron. 
The What do they Mean? Department 
 

Found on Thetis Island: 
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 Available in marine stores and select book stores. 


