
The Mainsheet  

Royal City Squadron 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Spring 2015 



The Mainsheet  

Royal City Squadron 

Commander’s Corner 
 
Welcome to the 2015 spring edition of the 
Mainsheet. As I write my last article as commander, 
I am thankful for everyone involved with the Royal 
City Power & Sail Squadron. 
 
Each year at this time one of the commander’s 
duties is to submit merit marks to the National 
office.  These marks are recognition for volunteer 
hours accumulated throughout the year, and I’m 
happy to announce your squadron accumulated 
1,239 volunteer hours. Your squadron volunteers for 
the purpose of supporting each boater, either new to 
boating, or the experienced boater wanting to 
continue their nautical education. 
 
Please have a look at all the new and upcoming 
courses which can be found on our website along 
with the national website, and please let all your 
friends know that in New Westminster your Royal 
City Power & Sail Squadron is here for you no 
matter what level of experience you have or would 
like to achieve. 
 
Happy boating and hope to see everyone at the 
Change of Watch and the annual fish fry. Until then 
have a safe and spectacular summer full of boating.  
   

 
Words From the Editor 
 
You will notice that this issue of the 
Mainsheet is in two-column format.  It 
makes it a little easier to see on my small 
computer screen and it allows for somewhat 
larger pictures and headlines. 

 
While editing the ‘sheet my thoughts are on 
the coming boating season.  So, just to get 
you in the right frame of mind, we have 
articles from the north coast and the west 
coast of the Island, plus of course, events on 
and around the Fraser River. 
 
Happy reading,         ....Erik. 
Email: ve7mdl@gmail.com 
 

 
**** Change of Watch & Dinner May 9th 
See the back of this issue **** 
 

 

  Reminder  Reminder  Reminder 
 
It is time to renew your membership for the 
new year. 
 
You can save postage (which is getting 
expensive....) by paying on-line at: 
 
https://www.cps-ecp.ca 
 
It is easy.  Just click on Membership and 
then Membership Renewal. 
 
Your continued support is appreciated and 
allows us to continue educating boaters. 
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From the office of Social Affairs 
 
 

 Starting right after the Christmas holiday, 
our squadron has been very busy in the 
education department with night classes 
twice a week, and a full Saturday.  It was 
time to take a break and socialize with 
fellow boaters.  So on Monday February 
16th, around 20 members did just that at the 
Century House.  

 

Everyone enjoyed some wine, cheese and 
sausages, cup cakes, tea or coffee and settled 
to listening to our guest speaker Richard 
Robinson from the Alouette squadron.  
Richard has been taking annual fishing trips 
for the last 8 years to the Nootka Sound with 
buddies’ fishermen, so he had lots to talk 
about.  From the choice of replacement 
guests, whenever some of his buddies could 

not make it, to getting boats and gear ready 
with lots of spares, to planning for detailed 
menus fit for men with gargantuan appetites 
and a definite taste for good food, meaning 
if you show up with some can or army ration 
type food your chance of getting invited 
again is doomed.   
 
Their fishing expeditions are usually held at 
the beginning of July with plenty of daylight 
time.  The expedition begins on the first BC 
Ferry running to Vancouver Island, followed 
by driving to Campbell River and then along 
Highway 28 to Gold River to launch the 
boats, and finishes with the boat ride to 
Bligh Island to arrive  just on time for a bit 
of evening fishing.  It sounds like a good 
ending for a long day of travelling. There 
were plenty of big catch pictures, to impress 
us all, not just the tales of the one who 
escaped.  Also,  beautiful scenery to enjoy, 
sunsets to contemplate, foggy mornings to 
dream of and of course some rainy days to 
remind us that it is the rain forest area after 
all.  Richard’s description and pictures of 
their dinner feasts made everyone salivate 
and wish to be invited along.  No calories 
counted there for sure.  
 
There was plenty of fishing done during the 
week, but also time to explore the bays, 
snorkeling in the lagoon to admire the 
beauty hiding just under the surface and of 
course time to harvest the bountiful 
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offerings of the area including oysters, crab, 
prawns and fish, of course, to make a 
seafood feast at the end of the week as well.  
After the presentation, there were many 
questions from the group and Richard could 
have continued talking for hours, such was 
his enthusiasm, but we had door prizes to 
draw so we were there well past our time to 
vacate the premises. 
 
If reading this makes you feel you have 
missed a good evening and wished you had 
come, make sure to mark your calendar and 
join us on our next social evenings: April 
20th AGM, May 9th Graduation and Change 
of watch (see later), June 14th Fish Fry and 
September Pitt Lake Cruise (to be 
announced). 
 
By Marie Lortie 
Social Officer 
 
 

New Store at Bella Bella 
 

The new store at Bella Bella was officially 
inaugurated in August 2014.  The old store, 
which was located next to the fuel storage 
tanks, was destroyed by a major scary fire in 
2013 and was later demolished.  The local 
church then hosted the store until a new 
building was completed.  The trusty crew on 
B.C. Girl – always on the spot when free 
food is served - was fortunate to be in Bella 
Bella when the new store was officially 
opened – now located safely a block away 
from the fuel tanks. 

 
 
Here is the new store with the employees in 
front. 
 
A group of village elders thanked the staff 
for their hard work in moving the stock from 
the church to the new store, and they were 
then blessed with cedar branches. 
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This was followed by a blessing of the 
building – all around. 
 

 
At the end all staff members each received a 
blanket and then it was time for a generous 
lunch feast served buffet-style outside. 
 
 

The new store has an amazing amount of 
fresh and frozen foods at reasonable prices. 
A well-stocked liquor store can be found on 
the second level.   The store serves about 
1500 permanent residents in the area around 
Bella Bella, formerly known as Waglisla. 

No Feet? 

Hydrographics had a surprise for us January 
1st.  The new issue of Canadian Tide and 
Current Tables Volume 5 only lists the tides 
in metres.  It makes for a less cluttered read, 
but it may take some getting used to if you 
are still doing sounding in feet. 
 
Trivia: there are no negative tides for Point 
Atkinson this year. 
 

Weather Update 

 
No, the Mainsheet is not going to start 
weather forecasting, but there is one 
interesting change to report: 
 
The VHF Weather channel 1 transmitter, 
which used to be located in Abbottsford, has 
now been moved to Burnaby, giving a nice 
strong signal in our area. 
 
WX1 provides both land and marine forecast 
and reports. 
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Steveston Lifeboat Crew Saved 
 
As many of you know, the Steveston Lifeboat 
sank the evening of December 11th.  The boat, 
also known as Artists Life, is owned by the 
well-known artist John Horton, but it is 
operated and maintained by the Canadian 
Lifeboat institution. 
 
There were 14 people on board the vessel 
when it hit the rock wall downstream from 
Reifel Island in the Fraser River. 
 
The Royal Canadian Marine Search and 
Rescue vessel RCM-SAR 7 was dispatched by 
the Rescue Coordination Centre and quickly 
rescued 9 people while the Hovercraft took the 
remaining 5 to Steveston Harbour. 
 

 
  
 
The vessel was raised the following weekend 
and placed on a barge and then lifted out at 
Shelter Island Marina. 
 
Although there were only a couple of holes in 
the hull, additional damage was sustained by 
the steel cables used in the recovery process,  
necessitating replacement of almost 1/2 of the 

planks on the starboard side, the stem and a 
number of ribs. 

 
 
In addition to the hull work, extensive re-wiring 
will be needed as well as replacing the 
electronics. 
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From the Training Department 

 

 Training Officer:  Glen 604-525-1751. 
 

The Training department has had a busy 
season this fall and winter. 
 

 Electronic Navigation had 7 students 
and all passed. 

 Radar for Pleasure Craft had 5 
students and all passed 

 The Sail course is still underway with 
11 students 

 Boating Basics had 4 students and all 
passed 

 Boating Essentials is currently  
underway with 7 students 

 
The Marine Radio course starts April 7th and 
runs for four nights. 
 
Thanks to Marie and Rita for keeping the 
students awake with coffee, tea and cookies! 
 

From the Research Department 

As of June 2014 Canadian Marine Diesel 
sulphur content for smaller vessels is limited 
to 15 parts per million (PPM), also called 
ultra low sulphur diesel fuel (ULSD) .  Prior 
to that, the limit was 500 PPM.  In addition, 
the fuel may contain up to 5% biodiesel. 
 
Since the sulphur contributed to wear on 
pumps and injectors, the fuel 
producers/importers are now adding various 
chemicals to attempt to compensate, but 
there is no guarantee that the new additives 
will perform as well as the old sulphur. 
 
The other problem with the modern diesel is 
the biodiesel content.  Diesel “bugs” like it 
and thrive very well in it. 
 
Enter diesel fuel additives.  Some are good 
at keeping the bugs from getting out of 
control, but they will not clean a tank that 
already has a layer of dead “bugs” on the 
bottom.  Some diesel fuel additives claim to 
increase lubricity, but we have limited data 
in Canada to verify such claims.  A research 
report from the US showed that, indeed, 
some additives reduce wear on injectors, but 
others actually made it worse! 
 
http://www.cumminsforum.com/forum/alter
native-fuels-additives-oils-lubricants/92125-
diesel-additives-study-done-diesel-
place.html 
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Continuing Education 

Squadron members Kenneth and Erik 
recently completed the Marine First Aid 
course.  The emphasis was on CPR, but 
other topics that boaters may run into were 
also covered in great detail. 
 
Here is Kenneth recovering after an exercise 
in childbirth. 

 
 

 

Marine Flea Market 

 

The annual flea market at Shelter 

Island Marina will be held Saturday 

May 23rd. 

 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 

***** For Sale***** 

 

New Book Published 

 

 
 

 VHF Radio operating procedures 
 AIS 
 Digital Selective Calling 
 Search and Rescue Transponders 
 Special and working channels 
 Coast Guard radio station services 
 Etc, etc... 

 
Available at the Change of Watch 
 
Also sold at Wolff Marine, Richmond. 

*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-*-* 
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RCS Bridge 2014 
 
Commander: 
Don Swindells 604-720-5170 
 
Webmaster: 
Leisa Blake 604-444-2684 
 
Secretary: 
Eleanor Hashimoto 604-522-3448 
 
Membership: 
Alan Barlow 604-523-0840 
 
Past Commander: 
Alan Barlow 604-523-080 
 
Treasurer: 
Barbara Blake 604-525-1751 
 
Training  Officer: 
Glen Blake 604-525-1751 
 
Instructors: 
 
John Neilson 604-524-8402 
Erik Skovgaard  604-803-3547 
 
Social: 
Marie Lortie  604-521-2047 
 
Communications & Phone: 
Rita Araki 604-520-0628 
 
Port Captain  & Historian: 
Harold Wright 604-522-1012 
 
Supply Officer: 
David Witham 604-420-2924 

 

The Mainsheet is the official newsletter of 
the Royal City Power and Sail Squadron.  It 
is written by and for its members 
 

Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons(CPS) is 
a nationwide association of boating enthusiasts, 
dedicated to improving boating safety through 
training. 

Each year, CPS members teach a variety of 
courses to concerned boaters in the general 
public across Canada. CPS is well known for its 
Boating Course, which is the primary course 
offered to the public. The Boating Course is just 
one of the many courses offered by Royal City 
Squadron. 

 

 
 
Our courses are widely endorsed.... 
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          Royal City Power & Sail Squadron        

              
 

 
This annual celebration of recognition for your new Bridge and students 

who have successfully passed the courses taught by our Squadron trainers 
will be held once again in May, 2015 

 
DATE:   SATURDAY, MAY 9TH 

WHERE:   THE OLD BAVARIA HAUS  

    233 Sixth Street 

    New Westminster, B.C. V3L 3A5 

    (604) 524-5824 

 

PROGRAMME:  Cocktails  by cash bar 1730 (5:30 pm) 

    Call to Dinner 1815 (6:15 pm) 

    Change of Watch 1945 (7:45 pm) 

    Door Prizes + Annual Socials draw 

 

COST:   $30.00 p.p. (taxes  & gratuity included) 

 

 

TICKETS:   Contact Eleanor at (604) 522-3448 or   

    Harold at (604) 522-1012      
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Starters (choice of): Goulash Soup, a spicy thick meat &    

    vegetable soup  -OR-Caesar Salad 

 

Entrees (choice of): Schnitzel Champignon, topped with   

    sautéed mushrooms and béarnaise    

    sauce  -OR- 

    Vegetarian Schnitzel Champignon,  

     vegetarian version with fresh  

     vegetables, soy, whole grains  

–OR- 

    Chicken Cordon Bleu, chicken breast   

    stuffed with black forest ham and    

    swiss cheese   

-OR- 

Beef Rouladen, thinly sliced beef stuffed  

with bacon, onion and pickle;  served with 

Spatzle (a homemade German pasta) 

–OR- 

    Black Forest Schnitzel, topped with black  

    forest mushroom sauce 

 

Dessert:   Black Forest Mousse 

    Coffee/Tea 
 


